Blastomycosis: pulmonary and pleural manifestations.
Seven diverse cases of pulmonary blastomycosis were recently diagnosed at this institution. It is our purpose to review the unique features in the spectrum of this systemic illness as illustrated by these cases. The wide range of radiographic findings included parenchymal disease, mass-like lesions, and pleural effusions. One patient had endobronchial blastomycosis. Although significant pleural effusions have been uncommonly reported, we note this finding in two of our seven cases. Both of these patients had thoracentesis, which yielded markedly elevated pleural fluid total protein. These seven cases emphasize the marked variability of pulmonary and pleural blastomycosis.